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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
MOTHER-DAUGHTER TO GRADUATE 
August 4, 1988 
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University's Summer 
Cornmecement at 4 p.m. Sunday, August 7, will offer a rare opportunity 
for an Oakland, Illinois mother and daughter to share a college 
experience .•• graduation. 
Romona Stites will receive a bachelor's degree in Personnel 
~
Management and her mother, Marijon Stites, a Master of Science 
in Education. 
However, both have been too busy with classes and Romona's 
upcoming move to Texas to consider the significance or oddity 
of a mother/daughter graduation. 
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Since Romona will be entering Texas A & M University's 
master's program this Fall, much of her and her mother's concentration 
this summer has been on getting her settled there. (She leaves 
August 8, the day after graduation.) 
"We haven't had time to make any plans to celebrate our 
graduation," Marijon said. In addition to helping Romona, the 
Oakland science teacher has been busy herself with oral examinations, 
which are necessary for the completion of her master's program. 
Since they've been so busy, they haven't even given much 
thought to graduating together. 
"I think it's neat that we'll both be graduating," the 
upcoming honors graduate said. Her mother expressed similar 
feelings. 
Graduating together will be an unusual crossing of paths 
for the two who see each other on campus only for lunches and 
Romona's visits to the Botany department, where Marijon is a 
graduate assistant. 
"She doesn't know any of the people I know, but I know 
everybody she knows," Romona said, since Marijon doesn't visit 
her daughter in the Business department at Eastern. 
The two did have an unusual experience earlier in the 
summer when they were both working on seperate group class projects. 
While Marijon was walking with a member of her group 
down a hall one day, she met Romona and a member of her group, 
who happened to be the daughter of the woman Marijon was with. 
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"I thought that was interesting," Marijon said. The 
other mother told her she thought they might both have daughters 
in the same group but had dismissed the idea of such a coincidence. 
Marijon and Ramona said they do get together occasionally 
to discuss software programs and decide which is best, and to 
trade car keys when one has a problem with her car. 
Both describe themselves as "enthusiastic" when it comes 
to their studies. 
"I'm a fourth generation 'pusher'," Ramona said, referring 
to her family's history of "perfectionism." 
Ramona works as a night manager at the Coalition Against 
Domestic Violen6e in Charleston but has little problem balancing 
work and school. She will graduate with honors and Magna cum 
Laude. 
"Her studies have always come first," Marijon said, who 
maintains a 3.84 GPA. "This kid didn't eat until her studies 
were done. You couldn't make her." 
Marijon and her husband Ron live in Oakland. They also 
have a son, Ronald, who attended Lincoln Tech in Indianapolis. 
When she is not at Eastern, Marijon teaches Life Science 
at the junior high and high school in Oakland. She has been 
teaching for 23 years. 
Ramona has completed her studies at Eastern in three 
years, attending school year-round and her mother will be finished 
after four years of attendance. She will receive her degree 
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Magna cum Laude, meaning she had a GPA more than 3.8 on a 4.0 
scale. 
Both said they decided to attend Eastern Illinois University 
because it is a good school and close to home. 
"I have had great instructors," Marijon said, "not only 
have they been excellent teachers but super people." 
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